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Introduction by the Parish Council
During the last ten years, there has been an
increase in the population of Willaston resulting
in significant growth in housing development
throughout the village. This has brought not only
new challenges but also a wide range of new
talents and skills. It is the expertise of the whole
community that is needed to shape our village by
protecting the things we like about it and by
working together towards our ambitions for the
future.
The Parish Council is here to look after the
interests of the community and the members
recognise that they need to engage with residents
to help them identify their various needs,
aspirations and concerns. To help them achieve
this, the Parish Council initiated and embraced
with enthusiasm the development of a Willaston
Parish Plan to reflect the wishes of the villagers.
The Parish Plan document you now hold in your
hands forms the route-map showing where we are
now and where we want to be in the future. It
should be seen as the beginning of a dynamic and
ongoing process of community development
rather than an end in itself.
It is important that as many people as possible
become involved to help make the Plan a reality.
To achieve this, ‘Implementation Groups’ will be
formed and this is where you can help. Volunteers
are needed to bring their skills and expertise to
the fore by working together as a TEAM –
Together Each Achieves More. Please don’t leave it
to ‘somebody else’. Many of the issues raised are
simple ones that we can all help resolve, so please
get involved.
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On behalf of the Parish Council, I sincerely thank
all the past and present members of the Steering
Committee, the various Working Groups and
volunteers for their hard work, commitment and
enthusiasm. I would also like to thank all the
householders who took the time and trouble to
complete the questionnaire. The 51% response
was an excellent result and your opinions form
the backbone of the Parish Plan. Simply put,
without your responses there would be no Parish
Plan.
Willaston is a great place to live and all of us want
to keep it that way. With the help and support of
the whole community, we have the ability to
respond to the opportunities and challenges that
lie ahead.
I am pleased to commend this Parish Plan to
everyone.

Mike Heywood
Chairman, Willaston Parish Council
October 2009
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Welcome

Members of the
Steering Committee

Welcome to the Parish Plan of Willaston,
Nantwich.

Present members:
Bill Kirby

This document has been researched and written
by a group of residents who are interested in the
future of our village and we hope it will be
enjoyed by all who read it.

Victoria Brassington

Most residents refer to Willaston as a village as we
have our own particular history and identity. We
should like to enhance this feeling and increase
community spirit through this Plan.
In drawing up this document, the Steering
Committee has striven to reflect the views of all
residents, who have been given as much
opportunity as possible to join in the consultation
process. We should like to thank the many people
who have taken part along the way.

Judy Jones
Anna Cutts
Ann Harding
Shirley Brazier
Samantha Chick
Chris Mahon
Clair Edwards-Steele
Maurice Jones

Chairman and Crime
& Road Safety
Secretary and Leader of
Delivery Team
Treasurer
Plan Document Project
Manager
Research & Editing
and Travel & Transport
History Group and
Parish Councillor
Amenities & Social
Events
Environment,
Development & Planning
Under 18s
Parish Councillor

We hope this is only the start of the process and
that many more people will become involved as
the various ideas and initiatives you have
suggested are implemented. Whilst working on
the Plan we have met so many people whom we
did not know before and have made many new
friends.
Please remember your support is vital as we go
into the next phase of activity to improve our lives
in the Village.
Best wishes

The Steering Committee
Autumn 2009
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Past members:
Paul Bentley
Nick Blakemore
Dave Cooper
Dave Lainton
Colin Todd, Parish Councillor
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1. What is a Parish Plan?
The word Parish as used in this Document refers
to the administrative civil Parish of Willaston and
not to the ecclesiastical Parish of St Mary’s
Church, Wistaston, of which Willaston is a part.
A Parish Plan provides the residents of a
community with the opportunity to influence the
future of that Parish by:
•

Building greater community spirit

•

Finding a common ground within
and across the community

•

Enabling the community to say what
it needs

•

Setting an agenda for community action

•

Contributing to the way local services
are managed and delivered.

Although Parish Plans have no legal or formal
status in the Town and Country Planning system,
the information they contain has the potential to
influence a wide range of organisations and
processes affecting the dynamics of communities.
Ideally, they should complement local planning
policies.

How it all began….
In April 2007, at its Annual Parish meeting, the
Parish Council invited Mrs Bron Kerrigan, Parish
Plans Development Officer for Cheshire
Community Council (now known as Cheshire
Community Action), to speak to residents about
the benefits of having a Parish Plan in Willaston.
This immediately appealed to three WI members
who had been concerned about the lack of a
Village Hall large enough for their own growing
membership and as a central facility for the whole
community. Together with Parish Councillor Colin
Todd, they attended a workshop at Reaseheath
College which gave practical advice about how to
create a Parish Plan.
Soon afterwards, nine interested people formed a
small Group whose first task was to organise a
village event where local residents could be
consulted about their wish to produce a Parish
Plan. Two events were held, in the afternoon and
in the evening, which were attended by over 80
people who put a sticker on a village map to
indicate their age bracket and area of residence.
Ideas about a Plan in general and topics in
particular were invited and recorded on ‘post-it’
notes or in a ‘mail-box’ together with the names
of volunteers who would like to join in the
process. This information confirmed the wish of
the Willaston community to have a Parish Plan
and a meeting was held for the volunteers from
whom a Steering Committee was formed. Those
not wishing to be on the committee have helped
enormously in other ways by joining topic groups
and especially by forming a delivery team for our
many door-to-door “mail-drops”.
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We started the process with the question “What
will Willaston look like in 5-10 years for those
children currently at primary school?” As the song
goes, ‘the children are our future’
..
With this in mind, the Steering Group has held
various meetings over the past two years which
have been open to all residents. At these
meetings, residents were encouraged to join one
of five topic groups where questions on the
subjects to be surveyed in a questionnaire was
suggested and developed. The questionnaire was
delivered to and collected from every household
in the Parish.
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The Steering Group also started a quarterly
newsletter to keep residents updated and involved
with progress and to publish events and give
snippets of local news about Willaston. The
Group hosted another Open Event and a History
Exhibition on 23rd April 2009. Over 300 people
attended and we were very pleased to welcome
our MP, Edward Timpson, who took an intense
interest in the displays and was very supportive of
our Parish Plan.
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2. Where is Willaston?

The Parish of Willaston, Nantwich, Cheshire is
situated between the market town of Nantwich
(2 miles) and the town of Crewe (4 miles) at grid
reference 67920 52590.
Willaston is a semi-rural community of
approximately 3000 people in 1400 households.
It has very good transport links being
approximately 7.5 miles from Junction 16 of the
M6 and 3 miles from Crewe railway station.
Since April 2009 Willaston, previously within
Crewe and Nantwich Borough Council, is now
part of the newly-formed, Cheshire East Local
Authority.
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3. History of Willaston
Willaston is believed to have taken its name from
an ancient farmstead known as Wiglaf‘s tun. Like
other English villages, the name has been changed
many times over the centuries. This is due to the
neighbouring parish of Wistaston having a similar
sounding name. To add to the confusion,
Willaston was once ecclesiastically divided
between the neighbouring communities of
Nantwich and Wybunbury.
Whilst there are at least two other villages called
Willaston, the earliest documentary evidence
relating to Willaston in this part of Cheshire can
be found in the Domesday survey of 1086, where
it is referred to as Wilavestune. We know from
reading this document that a "free man" by the
name of Ulviet once owned Wilavestune and that,
just a few years after the Norman Conquest, the
title passed to William Malbank. The Manor of
Wilavestune remained in the Malbank family for
several generations before ownership was
transferred to the Chanu family in the 13th
century.

Willaston was bought by Richard Sneyd, Recorder
of Chester. The Sneyd family lived at Keele Hall in
Staffordshire and were the major landowners in
Willaston until the middle of the 19th Century.
Although Willaston had a number of farmsteads
in the middle-ages, most of the surrounding
landscape was uncultivated. However, this began
to change as more and more common land began
to fall into private ownership during the late 18th
and early 19th centuries. This process (known as
'enclosure') brought major changes to rural
communities such as Willaston, as individual
plots of land were fenced-off and used for arable
farming, meadows and the grazing of livestock.
The Sneyd family were absentee landlords but
they owned most of the lands in Willaston from
1533 to the late 19th century.
Unfortunately, the medieval moated site of the
Chanu family was lost during the construction of
the Nantwich by-pass in 1989. It was situated to
the south-east of the old Willaston Board School
on land now owned by Cheerbrook Farm.

At this time, Willaston was a remote, sparsely
populated community with no village centre.
Nevertheless, it covered a much larger area than it
does today, stretching from Newcastle Road and
London Road Nantwich in the south, along
Millstone Lane and as far as the ancient grazing
land of Beam Heath to the north. These
boundaries did not change until 1936, when
Local Government decided to transfer some of
Willaston's land to the expanding communities of
Nantwich and Stapeley. In 1533, the Manor of
The History Group display at the
Village Update Event (Spring 2009)
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Between 1801 and 1851 Willaston had a
population of less than 300. However, Willaston
began to grow rapidly over the next fifty years to
2,400 in 1901, largely due to the building of a
railway station in 1858 which completely
transformed the rural landscape of Willaston.
Acres of farmland close to Willaston Railway
Station were sold off to make way for the new
roads, houses, schools, chapels and commercial
premises. During this period of development a
number of important buildings were constructed
in Willaston. These included St John's Wesleyan
Methodist Chapel (Wybunbury Road), Willaston
Board School (Crewe Road) and the fee-paying
Willaston School (situated between London Road
and Crewe Road – later becoming Regent’s
Theological College building).
During the first half of the 20th century, the rate
of growth slowed dramatically and by 1951 the
population had actually declined. Since then, the
population has increased substantially from 1,818
inhabitants in 1961 to 2,973 in 2001 - a rise of
60%. These figures clearly show how successful
Willaston has been in re-inventing itself in order
to meet the needs of a highly mobile and
constantly changing society.

traffic passing through the village has been kept to
a minimum. It could therefore be argued that
Willaston enjoys the best of both worlds, which is
perhaps one of the reasons why the Parish
continues to be such an attractive place to live.
In order to research the history of Willaston for
this document, a history group was created. In
addition to gathering information, the group has
already provided a display of old photographs and
archive material for the Parish Plan Update Event.
The History Group has now become very popular
within the village with aims as follows:
•

Regular meetings and activities.

•

To record the reminiscences of longestablished residents.

•

village.
•

To encourage the protection and
preservation of buildings of historical
importance.

•

To encourage young people to appreciate
the historical value of their village and
local environment.

•
The relatively new Nantwich and Shavington bypasses have opened up even more travelling
options for local residents, while the amount of

To write and publish a history of the

To liaise with other history groups,
schools, colleges, universities
and museums.
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Willaston WI

Willaston WI was formed 60 years ago, in
September 1949, by Mrs Dorothy Lomax of
Willaston Hall. She called a meeting to assess
local interest and the Institute started with 150
members and a waiting-list! Women were
welcomed from across the social strata and
meetings were held at a tennis pavilion in Park
Road, followed later by other venues. Membership
is still strong with over 60 and the Institute
recently moved to larger premises at the Masonic
Hall. It is interesting to record that the Willaston
Village sign on
the Green was
given by
Willaston
WI, to
commemorate
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the Golden Jubilee of
the WI in Cheshire
County and its own
21st Birthday. It was
unveiled on
November 2nd 1970
by the Chairman of
Nantwich Rural
District Council. The
wrought ironwork
had been made by
boys from St
Joseph’s School,
Nantwich in their
workshops and the
WI badge by Mr
Glynne Harvey of
Colleys Lane,
husband of a
member.
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4. Willaston in 2009
Other amenities are:
•

A Chinese take-away in Tricketts Lane

•

Crewe Road Nursery (established around
1880) which provides plants and garden
compost, and during the winter, seasonal
vegetables and coal.

Willaston used to have many shops along
Wistaston Road, but over the years these,
including the village Post Office, have closed
leaving just the following:
•

Thorougoods convenience store and
off-licence

There are approximately 40 small businesses run
from within the Parish. Willaston Business
Centre, located in the former Board School
building at the Peacock Roundabout, provides
four business units including one unit currently
occupied by a Children's Nursery.
Willaston does not currently have a village hall
but has several smaller halls:
•

St Luke's Church Hall

•

St John's Church Hall

•

Willaston Social Club

•

Masonic Hall

In addition, there are also:

•

Scout Hut

•

•

Bowling Club

•

2 hairdressers

•

A fish and chip shop which also provides,
and will deliver, breakfasts, pizza, kebabs etc.

Peacock Stores, another convenience store
and off-licence in Crewe Road

•

Cheerbrook Farm Shop, Newcastle Road,
which provides a range of meats,
delicatessen, wines, fresh vegetables and
bread. In 2009 it won the “Best Farm Shop
in the UK Top Shop Awards 2008/09”

The village contains the following public houses:
•

The Nag’s Head on Wistaston Road

•

The Lamb on Wistaston Road

•

Peacock Inn on Crewe Road with a

A large Allotment site, situated at Huntsbank off
Crewe Road, is owned by the Parish Council.
Around 90 plots are rented to residents of the
surrounding areas with priority given to Willaston
villagers. There is a long waiting-list and the site
won the Borough competition in 2008.
A popular and long-established bowling club is
situated off Coppice Road.
The White Star Football Club is situated behind
The Lamb Public House. There is also a Sports
Ground behind the Peacock Inn.

Premier Inn Hotel on the same site
•

The Horseshoe Inn and Restaurant on
Newcastle Road

•

Willaston Social Club, a private

The Vagrants’ Sports Club is thought of as being
in Willaston but is actually located just a few
metres outside the Parish boundary within
Stapeley Parish.

members’ club in Wistaston Road
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5. Local Places of Interest
St. Luke’s Church is located in Coppice Road. It
was opened on 16th October 1965 as a mission
church from St Mary’s Parish Church, Wistaston,
after many years
of hope by local
worshippers.
The building is
designed so that
the altar can be
screened off,
allowing the
remainder of the
Church Hall to be hired by many organisations.
There is just one Service on Sunday mornings and
it remains within the Parish of St Mary’s.

The War Memorial is situated at the junction of
Colleys Lane and Crewe Road. Due to the traffic
on the busy Crewe Road, the village
Remembrance Day Service is held at the Village
Green situated at the junction of Wistaston Road
and Moorfields. Over 100 people attend this
ceremony every year.

St. John’s Wesleyan
Methodist Church
was built in 1864
and is located in
Wybunbury Road.
The adjoining
church hall is used
by various groups
including the
Willaston Playgroup
and is also used as
the Parish Polling
Station.

The village green is also the site for the village
Christmas tree.
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Willaston Hall
In 1713, a local landowner, James Bayley of
Wistaston purchased some land from the Sneyd
family, with the intention of building himself a
Manor house. The house was later to become
known as Willaston Hall. The Georgian facade
was added in the 1730's.

Lettie Spencer Playing Field
is situated behind Wybunbury
Road. It contains a Toddlers’ Play
area and a Playgroup Garden.
Lettie Spencer was a notable Willaston resident
for very many years, instigating the formation of
Willaston Playing Fields Committee in 1949. She
was one of the main organisers of the Willaston
Carnivals, produced the Willaston Pantomime
and took part in dramatic productions at
Wistaston Memorial Hall.
She also organised fund-raising at the Willaston
Dance Club and the monies raised from these
events went towards the purchase of land and
equipment for the playing fields which were
opened on May 29th 1954 by Frank Swift, the
England and Manchester City goalkeeper.

Willaston Bowling Club

In 1860, James Bayley's direct descendents
purchased another 100 acres of Willaston
farmland and, in doing so, became one of the
biggest landowners in South Cheshire. The last
male member of the family was Commander
James Bayley who died in 1933. He is still
remembered by some of Willaston's older
residents for the support he gave to local
organisations such as White Star Football Club.
Willaston Hall has changed hands a number of
times since the Bayley family owned it. A previous
owner divided it into two separate homes but
thankfully the present owner has rejoined the two
halves. Nevertheless, despite the gradual erosion
of its rural setting, at least the Hall's west-facing
exterior has retained its 18th century classical
charm and elegance.
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