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6. Willaston Primary School
Willaston School has been recognised with the
following awards:
• Artsmark Gold Award - from the Arts council,
• Healthy School Award
• Eco-Schools Award (Green Flag)
• School Achievement Award
The Staff and pupils are encouraged and
supported by the flourishing Friends of Willaston
School Association (FWSA), which is responsible
for fund-raising.
Willaston Primary School is located in Derwent
Close. It is a Local Authority maintained, mixed,
community school, with places for around 200
children of ages 4 -11. It replaced the Willaston
Council Primary School on Crewe Road in 1973.
Willaston School’s Mission Statement is:
“At Willaston Primary School we seek to promote
the highest possible standards in academic and
personal achievement, within a positive, caring
learning environment, in order for all to realise
their full potential.”
The school has many aims, notably to be an
inclusive school where children will develop as
spiritually aware and happy individuals who
respect the needs of others and the world around
them.
Outside the normal curriculum, children have
many other opportunities e.g. art, athletics,
drama, environment (including the school
garden), football, gym, percussion, running and
board games (Y2).
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The school has its own website:
http://www.school-portal.co.uk/
GroupHomepage.asp?GroupID=71339
Pupils have created the ceramic mosaic of the
Board School as decoration for the main entrance
and designed the School Prospectus cover.
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7. World Worm
Charming
Championships
Willaston Primary School hosts the famous World
Worm Charming Championships each June with
all proceeds going to the school.
The event was devised by Gordon Farr, the
Deputy Headmaster, as part of the school fete in
1980. Plots were originally 3x3 yards but there are
now 144 plots each of 3x3 metres. The aim is to
charm and collect as many worms from the
ground as possible in 30 minutes. A longstanding record was set in 1980 by Mr Tom
Shufflebotham who raised 511 worms from his
3x3 yards’ plot. This was verified by various
independent witnesses from the press and is
entered in the Guinness Book of Records.
After 29 years, this record was finally broken in
2009, not once, but three times! The new holder
is Sophie Smith, a pupil at Willaston Primary
School, who with her father charmed a massive
567 worms.
Further information, including the
event rules in 30 languages,
including Latin and Tibetan is
available from the worm charming
website:
http://www.wormcharming.com

8. Britain in Bloom
In the survey, 96% of residents expressed their
satisfaction with the standard of flower-beds and
tubs which are provided by the Britain in Bloom
Committee.
Willaston first entered the Britain in Bloom
competition in the 1980s and over the years has
won several awards. Alongside the National
Competition, the Parish Council organises a local
Willaston in Bloom competition for residents to
enter various categories such as Best Front
Garden, Best Frontage, Most Attractive
Commercial premises and Best Allotment.
The Britain in Bloom Committee is a subCommittee of the Parish Council plus co-opted
lay members. Extra volunteers are always needed,
even if only to water any public flower-beds or
hanging–baskets near their home. The Members
work hard all the year round to maintain flowerbeds and floral containers of all kinds. At
competition time, there is a special blitz on
mowing grass verges, litter-picking and streetcleaning. This activity benefits Willaston, even if
an award is not granted, by providing a pleasant
and colourful environment for the village as a
whole. All residents could help by maintaining
their frontages.
Britain in Bloom membership is funded by a grant
from the Local Authority with a matching
contribution from the Parish Council’s budget,
plus sponsorship by local businesses. The amount
spent on the scheme varies from year to year
depending on the cost of plants and labour from a
local Nursery for the refurbishment of beds and
containers and any equipment, councillors and
volunteers work free of charge.
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9. The Village Survey
The Survey Questionnaire was developed by the
Steering Group as a combination of tick box
answers and space for more information. It was
designed to be anonymous and confidential.
Questions covered topics raised by the
community at village events: amenities,
environment, crime, travel and transport, road
safety, social activities, development and planning,
and general household information. It also
contained a section specifically for young people.

General Results
People tend to come to Willaston and stay - 75%
of residents have lived in Willaston for over 6
years.

The questionnaire was hand-delivered to each of
the 1400 households in the Parish in the Autumn
of 2008. Volunteers collected the questionnaires
from doorsteps or knocked on doors. Each
volunteer made at least two collection attempts,
often more.
Survey forms were also handed in at Thorougoods
shop.
715 households responded, including 152
responses from young people, which were keyed
into a spreadsheet. Many thanks to all those who
spent hours inputting details.
This resulted in a response of over half the
residents of Willaston - an excellent result for a
survey of this type.
A full copy of the survey and results can be
obtained on request, and copies will be held
around the village e.g. churches, Parish Council.
They will also be available on the future village
website.
The results of this survey have formed the basis of
the Parish Plan as documented here.
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The Village is split into 3 areas by the main Crewe
Road and the Railway line. People were asked in
which area they lived:
North
- North of Crewe Road
Middle
- between Crewe Road and the
Railway Line
South
- South of the Railway Line
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The age range of villagers is quite mixed as shown
below:

Many people remarked that that they liked living
in Willaston. 60% stated that there was a good
sense of community spirit, though some remarked
this has decreased in recent years.

As well as many comments stating areas of
concern, the following are some quotes from the
survey stating why people like living in Willaston:
“Having lived in towns before, we love the
village community and have made a lot of
friends.”
The mix of occupations of Willaston residents is
shown below:

“I am interested in seeing the village being kept
‘alive’ with its own identity.”
“Willaston is a pleasant village with the right
mix of houses and households. Well served by
social facilities.”
“Village lovely place to live with a great sense of
community.”
“Willaston is quite a nice village in which as a
single female middle-aged homeowner, I feel very
safe.”
“Willaston is a good place to live with caring
people "bothering" about each other.”
Comments from Young People included:
“Willaston is a lovely, peaceful place.”
“There are lots of friendly people in Willaston.”
“Willaston is a stunning place in the heart of
Cheshire.”
“The Worm Charming event held at our
school in July is a great event.”

17
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9.1 Working Groups
The questionnaire was developed by the Steering
Group based on issues raised by residents at the
various open meetings and questions fell naturally
into various topic headings.

All Villagers were informed and encouraged to
join the various groups via a tear-off strip on the
questionnaire, the Spring 2009 Village Newsletter
and at the Update Event held in April 2009.

When the questionnaire results were reviewed,
five working groups were created combining some
of the topic headings. Each was led by a member
of the Steering Group, who was charged with
following up and reporting on the issues raised by
the questionnaire.

Detailed below are the key issues raised, decisions
made and actions to be taken. In a few instances,
the working groups have already made a start on
the actions, although in general actions will be the
responsibility of a Parish Plan Implementation
Group. A full action list is given later in the
document.

They are:
• Amenities and Social Activities
• Crime and Road Safety
• Travel and Transport
• Environment, Planning, and Development
• Under 18s

18
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9.2 Amenities and Social Activities
Virtually all (98%) of responding villagers would
like to retain existing village amenities and
businesses. The village has lost its Post Office but
over half of those responding (54%) were
interested in the possibility of a mobile postal
facility. This, along with other ideas being tried in
other rural areas, will be investigated.
A mobile library regularly visits various locations
in Willaston. The timetable will be publicised so
that all residents can enjoy this facility.
An Amenity/ Business directory containing a list
of the 40 plus Willaston-based businesses is to be
created which will allow people to find and
support local facilities. It could also be included
in the potential Village Welcome Pack that the
Group has discussed putting together.
The red phone-box in Wistaston Road was under
threat of removal due lack of use and vandalism.
However, the Parish Council is reviewing its future
either as a working phone box or as a heritage
feature. Should it become the latter, villagers
could be asked for suggestions for any positive
uses.

St John's Church Hall • Willaston Pre-school
• Willaston Parent &
Toddlers
• Felix Club
• Red Cross
• Age Concern Tea Club
• Yoga
• The Chill Zone Youth
Club
• Explorers (Sunday
School)
St Luke’s Church Hall • U3A
• Praise & Play
• South Cheshire
Recorded Music Soc.
• 2nd Willaston
Brownies
• History Group
The Horseshoe

• Domino League Teams
• Vintage Car Club

The Lamb

• Quiz Night
• Domino League Teams

The Nag’s Head

• Domino League Teams
(Nantwich)
• Ladies Darts Team 1
• Mixed Dominoes &
Darts Teams
• Quiz Night
• Quiz Night

The first action of the Amenities and Social
Activities Group was to audit existing halls and
venues to determine what activities are currently
taking place. See below:
Bowling Club

• Bowling Club

The Peacock

Masonic Hall

• Masonic Lodge
• Women’s Institute
• Probus Club

Willaston Social Club • Bingo
• Bridge Club
• Art Club

Scout Hut

• Allsorts Dog Training
• Scout Group (26th SW
Cheshire, 1st Willaston
Scout Group) Beavers,
Cubs and Scouts
• 3rd Wistaston Girl
Guides
• Willaston Whist Drive

White Star
Football Club

• White Star FC

Behind The Peacock

• South Cheshire Model
Engineering Society

19
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Information on activities is not readily available so
most residents are unaware of what is on offer.
This has been remedied recently with information
being provided in the newsletter. This information
will be kept up-to-date and posted, when
possible, on the notice-boards and on the
anticipated village website.
The Events team is looking to create fitness and
amateur dramatic groups together with other
activities as these were requested by villagers.
Willaston does not currently have a village hall
but it does have four pubs, three small halls and
three large, privately-owned venues which can be
used for events and meetings.

The provision of a new Village Hall was
supported by 62% of villagers. The old village hall
was a prefabricated building in an isolated
position on the outskirts of the village on Crewe
Road, near Colleys Lane. It was destroyed by fire a
number of years ago. Residents said they would
like a centrally-positioned building with a remit to
provide services for all, but specifically for the
younger and older members of the village. There
are not many suitable locations for this but all
avenues should be explored. These could range

20

from utilising existing land owned by the Parish
Council, to using the original site and the
possibility of buying/leasing an existing building.
If a new building was favoured, a specific Village
Hall Committee would need to be formed to raise
funds from all sources such as potential grants,
covenants, gifts, charity events and sponsorship.
One suggestion is that permission for new
building developments within the Parish should
be contingent upon the developers providing a
financial contribution towards building a village
hall.
The survey showed that 64% of those aged over
60 thought that they had enough facilities for
their needs, with over 91% responding that they
were not restricted by lack of transport.
72% of those responding liked the idea of a
Village Fête, though some did mention the
Worm Charming and asked if another event was
really necessary. It should be noted that the
Worm Charming is an event run by Willaston
School for school funds. While the community
will still want to help and support it, many feel a
more traditional event that encompassed the
whole village and everyone's skills and pastimes
would be a positive boost to Willaston's
community spirit, adding to village life. There was
a high response to the inclusion of several specific
events requiring resident participation e.g. a
produce show, flower displays, crafts, stalls etc.
The fête in its old form had a Rose Queen
Carnival but reviving this will require community
discussion with residents, the Parish Council and
other authorities.
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Travel and Transport

This group looked at aspects of travel and
transport from Willaston alongside the opinions
of residents given in the questionnaire.
Road: Willaston village is a
good centre from which to
travel by road. It is found
just off the A534, about
halfway along the main road
between Crewe and
Nantwich. It is 7.5 miles
from Junction 16 of the M6
Motorway. On the edge of
Willaston is the A500
Nantwich by-pass, a
‘gateway’ to Staffordshire,
south Cheshire, Shropshire
and the Welsh borders, plus
the county town of Chester.
Rail: Crewe
Railway Station,
3 miles away, is
an important
junction for
trains to many
parts of England,
Scotland and Wales.
An hourly service provides a direct train to
Manchester International Airport. Unfortunately,
Willaston’s own railway station was closed around
50 years ago, although trains still run over the
level crossing in the village. Our survey showed
that 60% of residents would like a request ‘Halt’
to be reinstated, linking us directly with Crewe
Station. This would be very costly but it is a
project worth considering for the future.
Cycling: Cycling is catered for by cycle lanes
along Crewe Road and at the Cheerbrook end of
Willaston, where a new Toucan crossing has been
made across the A500 by-pass. Later there will be
a new lottery-funded “rural promenade” for
cyclists and walkers, joining Nantwich with
Crewe, and set back from the A530 Middlewich
Road at the western end of Willaston.

Bus Services: Local public transport is by bus.
Willaston is fortunate to have the Arriva 84
service which goes every fifteen minutes to both
Nantwich and Crewe with alternate buses
travelling to or from Chester. Three other services,
numbers 9, 44 and 78, provided by D&G offer an
indirect route to Crewe, once an hour. They are
largely subsidised by the Cheshire Integrated
Transport Service and are always under review
regarding use and cost. The 78 (Rural Rider) is
the only bus linking Willaston directly with
Leighton Hospital which has a ‘green’ policy of
encouraging bus travel. A programme of ‘root and
branch’ reviews of the public transport network is
currently being carried out by Cheshire Integrated
Transport Service. This Parish Plan will be
published before the results are known but
residents' views, as expressed in the survey and
reported here, have been sent in support of
improvements.
The survey focused mainly on use of and
satisfaction with the local bus services. We had
not asked which households owned a car but of
the 62% of residents who use the bus only 14%
use it daily and 22% once a week. We may
therefore conclude that the majority of residents
have access to a car.
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However, although many residents would prefer
to travel by bus from Willaston if the route and
timing were suitable, four obstacles stood out:
•

Absence of a direct bus service to Rope Green
Medical Centre.

•

Dissatisfaction with the 78 Rural Rider service
to Leighton Hospital, both route and
timetable, which do not cater for hospital staff
travelling early or late, or for anyone travelling
on Saturday/Sunday.

•

Lack of a direct bus from the village to Crewe
station entrance for those with poor mobility
or carrying luggage.

•

The walking distance to some village
bus-stops, which makes services inaccessible
for people with limited mobility.

Some also feel Arriva should be asked to
reconsider its advice that some problems are
solved just by making a journey via Crewe Bus
Station. It might be simple but it makes journeys
unnecessarily long. Information about local busroutes and timetables could usefully be collated in
a booklet as many people are unaware of local
provision, especially where services connect.
A discussion with representatives of Arriva
showed that cost and timetabling are big obstacles
to change in current provision. The traffic
congestion at the Nantwich Road / Mill Lane
traffic lights in Crewe is the reason the 84 bus
turns down Edleston Road, rather than travels
nearer to Crewe Railway Station.

Although 86% of residents think there are enough
bus-stops and only 36% want new bus routes, a
vocal minority asked for some improvements
partly relating to the four problems above.

Alternative transport: The charity Dial-a Ride
offers transport to passengers who cannot use the
normal bus or where there is no direct bus-route,
for example, to the local GP Surgery at Rope
Green. Another source of transport to
appointments for the elderly is offered by Age
Concern's Good Neighbour scheme using
Volunteer drivers. There are also many taxi
services in Crewe and Nantwich. Dial-a-Ride
needs to be developed in Willaston, especially for
Rope Green Medical Centre and Leighton
Hospital appointments. Its aim would not only be
for convenience but for a reduction in the use of
cars for environmental reasons.
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Environment, Development and
Planning

Environmental issues are important to Willaston
because of its semi-rural location between the
expanding suburbs of both Crewe and Nantwich.
It currently remains a village surrounded by
agriculture, though cross-cut by main roads and a
railway line.

Access
The survey revealed a substantial interest in the
public rights-of-way network, with two-thirds of
those responding having used local footpaths in
the Parish and one third using them at least
fortnightly and a sixth using footpaths every day.

83% expressed very strong support for the
retention of the “Green Gap” around Willaston
between the towns of Crewe and Nantwich.
Willaston may have some importance as a
wildlife-corridor between the two towns as well as
providing a pleasant human habitat for its
villagers.

39% thought the footpaths were well signposted,
but 85% agreed that a footpath information sheet
was desirable and the same percentage said they
would use a circular walk. The EDP group has
mapped 4 circular routes and intends to publish a
leaflet to promote their use.
75% of residents thought cycle paths were in a
“good-reasonable” condition, although road
surfaces and the standard of pavements fared less
favourably with a good majority considering these
to be “reasonable-to-poor”. NB: Residents can
report faults themselves such as pot-holes, faulty
street lights, etc. on the Cheshire East website or
by telephone.
92% considered the standard of street lighting to
be “reasonable-to-very-good”.

The survey did not contain many questions
relating to environmental issues and therefore
more work in this area is required. Many residents
expressed an interest in this topic during the
Update Event held in Spring 2009.
The Environment,
Development &
Planning (EDP)
Group looked at
various
environmental
factors of interest to
local residents in
Willaston.

Natural features
Most people were happy with the standard of
grass verges in the village, 91% believing the
standard to be reasonable to very good.
Willaston has some remarkable trees which play
many important roles and functions in the village
landscape. Some of these trees are protected by
Tree Preservation Orders and they are all
monitored by Parish Tree Wardens. Overhanging
trees appear to be a problem for only a minority
(30%) of residents.
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Like trees,
hedgerows are also
important natural
elements in the
green infrastructure
of the Parish.
hedgerows, along
with several ponds,
feature mostly in the
surrounding
countryside, but
many village
gardens also have
hedges. 72% of the
responses agreed
that the standard of
hedgerows was
“reasonable-to-very-good”.
Dog Fouling and Litter
Residents were evenly split in their observations
on dog fouling and litter which may reflect some
problem hot spots in the village. There are some
very active people in this community who spend
time “litter picking” and problems come within
the remit of the Community Wardens.

Recycling
While recycling mostly takes place through the
Council’s bin collection scheme, glass is not
accommodated in this. The use of the local bottle
bank is therefore important but the survey
revealed that many people did not know that it is
situated behind the Willaston Social Club at the
edge of the car-park.

Development
36% of residents considered that there had been
too much new housing built in Willaston in the
past 10 years and a similar number thought that
no new housing should be permitted.
Many residents raised the issue that existing
infrastructure (e.g. drainage) was at breaking point
and could not support future development.
Erosion of the Green Gap by development to
"squaring off" the shape of village should be
resisted at all costs.
Recently there has been much public concern
about some planning applications being pushed
through against strong local and Parish Council
opposition.
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Crime and Road Safety

Willaston has the benefit of a Neighbourhood
Policing Team, based in Nantwich and a Cheshire
East Community Warden Team who work
together with the Neighbourhood Watch groups,
to maintain our sense of security and reduce fear
of crime in the community. The wardens focus in
particular on ‘low-level nuisance’, including antisocial behaviour and have a mobile CCTV van.
Willaston is a relatively crime-free environment
with police statistics over the last two years
demonstrating that Willaston had less then 5%
of the reported crimes in the Nantwich area.
Between 2006 and 2008 theft from and damage
to vehicles and domestic burglary featured as the
most frequent incidents with just a trace of
violence and intimidation.

In the survey only 15% of residents considered
they had been victims of a crime in the 2006 –
2008 period and 57% of these instances were
reported to the police.
However 40% of residents reported instances of
anti-social behaviour.
It is good to know that most of the incidents
referred to so far can be influenced by residents of
the village through communication, precaution
and awareness – controlling ourselves, our
children and being good neighbours. Generally
speaking, crime is very low and well-spread so
that residents can feel that Willaston is a safe
place in which to live.
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The major concern affecting 70% of the village
was that of speeding vehicles, which of course is
also a criminal offence that puts lives at risk. The
village now has in place speed limits of 20mph
and 30mph and clear signage for these limits has
gradually been improving.

Speedwatch was reactivated through the village in
January 2009 and there is evidence that the
percentage of residents exceeding the speed limits
has been declining. Unfortunately, there are still
some persistent offenders. Our biggest challenge
is to encourage the police to dedicate more time
to ensure enforcement of the existing limits.
Over the last few years there has been increased
participation in Neighbourhood Watch and this
needs to be encouraged to reduce crime and
enhance community spirit.
Volunteers are always sought to enlarge existing
teams or start new teams for Neighbourhood
Watch and Speedwatch. This is neither timeconsuming nor dangerous but can be a great way
of helping to make our community safer. These
teams should work closely with the Parish
Council and the Police Neighbourhood Watch
Co-ordinator.
68% of residents reported issues with parking in
the village. This highlighted some particular hotspots which need some further investigation.
42% of residents reported issues with over 7.5
tonne heavy goods vehicles, mostly on
Cheerbrook Road, Park Road, Crewe Road and
Wistaston/Wybunbury Road, especially with
damage to the road surface. This also needs
further investigation.
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