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Under 18s

A separate under-18s survey was offered in the
questionnaire for completion by children and
young people. Inevitably, comments were also
offered by parents and carers on behalf of very
young children. This section includes a general
description of services and facilities for all under18s in Willaston while most of the survey
responses were supplied by 8 to 14 year-olds.
For those under school-age, there is the parentrun Willaston Parent and Toddler group, held at
St John’s Church Hall, which gives carers a
chance to meet each week during term-time and
for their toddlers to play and socialise. There is
also a fortnightly Praise and Play group at St
Luke’s Church. A locally-run Pre-School runs 4
days a week during school hours, also at St
John’s. It has a good Ofsted report and is run by a
committee of parents which could use more local
support both with fundraising and running it.

Current activities in Willaston for young people
are:
•

Beavers

•

Cubs

•

Brownies

•

Girl Guides

•

Scouts

•

Explorers

•

Activity Club - “the Chill Zone”

In the survey parents complained about the
condition of the Children’s Playground on the
Lettie Spencer Playing Field. They complained
about broken glass and dog-fouling and asked
primarily for fencing and also for further
equipment and improvement to the surface.
Fortuitously, applications were being invited by
the CNBC for grants made available before the
Borough was disbanded. The Parish Plan Group
asked if the Parish Council would apply for a
grant to upgrade the Playground and supported
its application with a petition from parents and
carers. The application was successful and the
grant has since been matched by funding from
WREN. Improvement work starts in the Autumn.
Young people who responded to the survey clearly
stated that there were not enough facilities for
them in the village, with under 11s at 78% and
over 12s at 75%. When asked what facilities
young people would like to see within the village,
90% said somewhere to sit and chat, 89% asked
for pool table/table games and 86% for drinks and
snacks. A Disco and/or Swap Shop was also
requested.
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82% said they use the Lettie Spencer Playing Field
and most use it at the weekend followed by a
smaller percentage using the area after school.
Young people did feel safe using the area,
probably due to the field being over-looked by
residential properties. Though the Playing Field is
well used, young people felt there is inadequate
seating, poor cleanliness and poor play
equipment. They thought that the existing play
equipment is designed around only young
children and that there is a lack of properly
maintained more grown-up facilities. Possibly
young people could contribute to improvements
by fund-raising to help them feel ownership of
their activity equipment and to reduce the
possibility of vandalism. How can girls as well as
boys be catered for?
It was thought that a Young People’s Forum might
be set up to give them a voice in planning their
activities. They might choose to liaise with the
Environmental Group or the Social
Activities/Events Group for specific purposes.
Nature/wildlife explorations could be provided
and the Events Group wonders about an Art
Club, a Drama Club and the possibility of creating
an activity programme for Summer 2010.
In order to bridge the ‘generation gap’, young
people might like to get involved with the elder
residents of Willaston by, for example, running a
coffee morning. The Forum would discuss things
like this.

28

Education for Willaston children and young
people is provided as follows:
Primary school-age children in Willaston mainly
attend one of the following schools:
Willaston Primary School
St. Anne’s RC School in Nantwich
Secondary pupils aged 11-16 mostly attend:
Malbank School
Brine Leas School
Shavington School
Students aged over 16 attend:
Malbank Sixth Form College
South Cheshire College
Reaseheath College
Pupils/students with Special Needs are educated
whenever possible in mainstream schools. There
are Special Schools for those who need it and one
of the sources of advice on Special Needs
education is the Parent Partnership Service, which
helps children aged 2 to 18 years old.
(http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/learning/parent_
partnership.aspx)
Transport: Willaston young people use various
ways of travelling to school including cycle, public
transport, car or walk. Of the total of 31% of
young people who use the school bus, 33% have
a free bus pass. Young people who attend various
clubs and groups outside of the village rely on the
car for transportation.
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9.7 Communication

10. Action to date

Lack of communication is a major concern in
Willaston as many residents are unaware of what
is on offer within the village. As well as raising
awareness in this document, we hope to improve
communication by the three methods described
below:

Throughout the course of this Parish Plan process,
we have achieved the following:

Most (89%) Villagers liked the Willaston
Newsletter with the quarterly option being
preferred by 76% rather than a half-yearly edition.
The Newsletter was started to keep the village
informed of the progress of the Parish Plan but it
is to be continued and a creative person is sought
to fill the position of Editor. One idea is to look
into making it a colour booklet, preferably paid
for by advertising, containing information on
news, events, groups and societies within the
village. The Parish Council is also looking to use it
for improving communication within the village
and for fulfilling the conditions for Quality Status.
Slightly over half of residents did not read the
notice-boards but of these, 61% did not know
where they were and 25% said there were none
where they lived. A request for new noticeboards for Colleys Lane and Cheerbrook Road
was therefore made to the Parish Council.

•

Quarterly Newsletter

•

Formation of The History Group

•

Consultation with parents in support of
application for a grant of £50,000 from
CNBC for Playground

•

Identification of circular walks

•

Request for additional notice-boards for
Colleys Lane / Cheerbrook Road

•

Survey of local clubs and organisations

•

Revitalisation of Speedwatch

•

Creation of new Neighbourhood Watch
Groups

•

Formation of an Events team

The survey indicated that 80% of the Parish had
access to the internet and 58% would be
interested in a village website. 15 people
expressed interest in assisting with the website
and provided contact details. It is hoped that this
will be a 21st century solution which will help
improve communication and build community
spirit. The website will be developed in
conjunction with the Parish Council and the aim
is to have a Willaston website available by the end
of 2009.
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11. Next Steps

12. Full Action list

We will:
• Hold a Launch Event to celebrate the
completion of the Parish Plan process

The actions identified within this Plan have been
listed here as SMART objectives. i.e.
Specific - Measureable - Achievable
Realistic - Timescale

•

•

•

Distribute this document to every household
in Willaston
Formally disband the Parish Plan Steering
Group

The following information is provided for each
action:
Action Ref
a unique reference
Section Ref

the section(s) of the Document
to which the action relates

Issue

the issue to which the action
relates

Action

the action to be taken to
progress the issue

Priority

High/*** Medium/** Low/*

Timescale

Short (3-6 months),
Medium (6-18 months)
Long (over 18 months)

Form an Implementation Steering Group

•

Progress the actions documented in this Plan

•

Keep residents informed of the progress made

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
The proposed actions will not happen without the
support of as many residents as possible.
Please get involved in any way you are able… join
a working group, attend a meeting, deliver
newsletters… anything you can do will help
achieve the actions in this Plan.

Potential Partners organisations identified
which may be involved
with the action
Notes

additional information
relating to the action

The completion of the actions will be the
responsibility of the Implementation Steering
Group, in consultation with the potential
partners.
The Parish Council and residents will be regularly
updated on progress every 6 months.
These Action lists will be presented to residents at
least annually, indicating the actions completed,
in progress and those which cannot be achieved
for any reason.
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Investigate the provision
of a postal facility within
the village
Create a list of people
willing to offer their
talents for use by the
community

Improve information for
new Willaston residents

Build a village hall

9.2

9.2

9.2

9.2

9.2

9.2

9.2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Create a village hall
Committee to investigate
location, funding, ecoconsiderations, etc.

Produce a pack for new
residents giving
information to welcome
them to Willaston and
help them settle into the
community

Reinstate annual Rose
Queen/Fete/Craft &
Produce Event

















Long

Medium

Aiming for
2010

Ongoing

Medium

Long

Medium

Medium

Short

Timescale

Local residents,
Parish Council,
Cheshire East

This is likely to take a
long time to achieve

In progress with
initial volunteers from
survey. Committee to be
created with further
members to be
recruited

Publish in newsletter
and on website, when
available

Publish in newsletter
and on website, when
available

Events Team, local Include village
directories and plan
Estate Agents,
local developers document. Put regular
feature in newsletter
about how to obtain
pack

Events Team,
Parish Council,
Cheshire East

Local residents

Parish Council,
Post Office,
possibly a local
shop

Local businesses

Use notice-boards,
newsletter and website
when available

Pubs, clubs,
societies

Use notice-boards,
newsletter and website
when available

Notes

Potential
Partners

10:22

Create a directory of
residents’ volunteer skills

Investigate if mobile post
office or other postal
facilities are feasible

Create a directory of
businesses run within the
village

Provide a village event
diary



Priority

27/10/09

Improve community social Create an events team to
activities
organise a programme of
community social events

Improve awareness of
businesses within
Willaston

9.2

Actions

Improve awareness of
Audit the events currently
current activities and
taking place in the various
amenities within Willaston halls / locations in village
and inform residents

2

Amenities & Social
Activities

Aim

9.2

Issue

1

Action Section
Ref
Ref
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31

32

9.3

9.3

9.3

9.3

9.3

9.3

9.3

9.3

9.3

9.3

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

Action Section
Ref
Ref

Travel & Transport

Issue

Reduce car use

Review possibility of a
Willaston train halt

Investigate setting up a
car-share scheme by using
case studies from other
communities by Spring
2010

Form an action group to
liaise with appropriate
bodies

Improve transport options Check residents’ needs
for those with limited
and talk to local
mobility
organisations. Publicise
information

Improve information to
Produce a leaflet with
residents about bus routes route details and make
available locally by end of
2010

Consult residents, esp. at
Cedar Court. Speak to
CITS







 







 

Local residents,
MP, Parish
Council, train
companies.
Rail/passenger
pressure groups.
Environment
Group

Medium

Dial-a-ride,
volunteer car
scheme

Bus companies,
local shops,
mobile library

Local residents,
CITS

CITS
Bus companies

CITS
Bus companies

Cheshire Inte-grated Transport
Service (CITS)
Bus companies

Parish Council
Cheshire East

Parish Council

Potential
Partners

Long

Medium

Medium

Medium

Long

Medium

Medium

Medium

Short

Timescale

Car insurance
implications?

Parking implications

Provide details in
newsletter and website,
when available

How will this be funded?

Cost may be an obstacle,
therefore a strong case
has to be made

In progress

In progress

Previous CNBC Group
disbanded

Notes

10:22

Review siting of bus stops
in Coppice Road

Review this when site of
Crewe railway station
finalised

Speak again with CITS and
bus companies

Speak to CITS and to bus
company Managers





Priority

27/10/09

Improve access by bus
to/from Leighton Hospital
& railway station

Improve access by bus
to/from Rope Green
Medical Centre,

Parish Council to have a
representative on any
transport group set up by
Cheshire East

Actions

Have a 'Willaston Voice' in Ask the Parish Council to
local transport groups
have a representative
responsible for Transport
issues

Aim
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Maintain high standard of
flower-beds & tubs on an
ongoing basis
Reduce dog fouling by
identifying hot spots and
communicating with
residents by end 2010

9.4

9.4

9.4

9.4

24

25

26

27





Raise awareness of litter
pick teams and encourage
volunteers

liaise with Cheshire East



Identify problem areas and  

Identify problem areas and
liaise with Cheshire East

Improve awareness and
encourage more
volunteers



Medium

Medium

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Medium

Parish Council,
local residents

Cheshire East

Cheshire East,
community
wardens, local
residents

Local Britain in
Bloom
committee,
local residents

Cheshire East,
residents
concerned

Tree wardens,
Cheshire East

Cheshire East

Partners

Timescale Potential

Encourage residents to
maintain their frontage

Publicise in newsletter
and website how
residents can report
issues

Circular walks identified
and displayed at Parish
Plan update event Spring
2009

Notes

10:22

Reduce litter by
identifying hot spots and
communicating with
residents

Improve hedgerows on an Identify problem areas and
on-going basis
liaise with Cheshire East
or residents if appropriate
review every 2 years by
environment group from
2010

9.4

23







Priority

27/10/09

Identify problem areas and
liaise with Cheshire East
or residents if appropriate

Encourage trimming of
overhanging Trees

9.4

22

Identify problem areas and
liaise with Cheshire East
Review every 2 years by
Environment group from
2010

Improve road surfaces,
cycle paths, pavements,
drains & gullies, street
lighting, grass verges on an
ongoing basis

Identify circular walks of
differing lengths for
residents with different
needs, e.g. children,
pushchairs, wheelchairs,
dogs

9.4

Create a Willaston public
footpath information
sheet by end of 2010

Actions

21

Environment,
Development &
Planning

Aim

9.4

Issue

20

Action Section
Ref
Ref
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33

34
Survey wildlife and trees
within the village including
identifying trees that
qualify for TPO

Investigate the
development of a “Village
Design Statement” and
achievement of "Transition
Willaston" as a low
carbon community

9.4

9.4

9.4

9.4

9.4

9.4

9.4

31

32

33

34

35

36

Identify existing local
environmental volunteer
groups

Raise awareness through
developing a programme
of 'green' events and
activities, including
demonstrations, walks and
talks

Create an environmental
group









 

Medium

Medium

Medium

Short

Short

Short

Medium

Ongoing

Medium

Timescale

Cheshire East
environmental
group

Environmental
Group, local
residents

Environmental
Group, Local
residents,Tree
Wardens

Environmental
Group, Events
Team

Local residents,
tree wardens

Cheshire East

Parish Council,
Cheshire East

Parish Council,
Cheshire East, MP,
local press,
adjoining Parishes,
local residents

Cheshire East,
Social Club

Potential
Partners

Tree Preservation
Orders (TPO) can help
with planning objections

In progress

Publish information on
Notice-boards,
Newsletter and website,
when available

Information on noticeboards

Notes
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Priority

27/10/09

Improve Green
credentials of Willaston

Raise awareness of
Cheshire East planning
website

Improve information
Provide guidelines as to
available to residents over matters that can and
cannot be taken into
planning issues
account when making a
planning objections

Ensure the “Green Gap” is
not removed in 2011
Authority review

30

Fight to retain the “Green
Gap”

Improve information of
recycling points within
village in Social Club car
park

9.4

Encourage recycling by
providing information by
Spring 2010

Actions

29

Environment,
Development &
Planning continued

Aim

9.4

Issue

28

Action Section
Ref
Ref
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9.5

9.5

9.5

9.5

9.5

9.5

9.5

9.5

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

Action Section
Ref
Ref

Crime & Road
Safety

Issue

Reduce Speeding through
the village

Develop Neighbourhood
Watch

Aim

Hold quarterly village
meetings to review hot
spots, communicate
progress and encourage
compliance

Encourage more police
enforcement of existing
speed limits

Grow Speedwatch and
recruit more volunteers











Medium

Medium

Medium

Short

Complete

Medium

Medium

Complete

Timescale

Notes

Speedwatch,
Parish Council,
Police,
Neighbourhood
Watch, local
residents

Neighbourhood
Watch,
Speedwatch,
Parish Council,
Police

Parish Council,
Neighbourhood
Watch, Police

Cheshire East
Highways

Colleys Lane nearing
completion
3 cameras made
available in Jan 2009

Parish Council,
Achieved November
County Highways, 2008
Police

Neighbourhood
Watch teams and
Police Coordinator

Police
Data available online
Neighbourhood
from Cheshire Police
watch Cowebsite
ordinators, Crime
Prevention
Officer,
Newsletter

Police
Neighbourhood
Watch Co ordinator

Potential
Partners

10:22

Ensure clearer signage for
Speed Limits by Autumn
2009

Achieve 30mph speed
limit for Colleys Lane







Priority

27/10/09

Improve the awareness of
existing Neighbourhood
Watch Groups and
increase the number of
groups in the Village from
8 to 16 by the end of
2010

Improve the flow of
crime-prevention
information from Police to
Neighbourhood Watch
Co-ordinators and public

Hold a meeting of those
expressing interest
through the plan
questionnaire

Actions
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35

36
Improve safety for
Encourage Cheshire East
residents crossing Crewe to establish a Pelican
Road at the top of Colleys Crossing
Lane and Coppice Road

Ease problem in parking
hotspots

9.5

9.5

9.5

48

49

50

Identify hotspots and liaise
with Parish Council and
police to resolve problems









Medium

Medium

Short

Medium

Medium

Short

Local residents,
Parish Council,
police

Cheshire East,
Parish Council,
ward councillors

Speedwatch,
police,
Parish Council,
Cheshire East

Neighbourhood
Watch,
Speedwatch,
Parish Council,
police, local
residents,
newsletter

Speedwatch,
Neighbourhood
Watch, Parish
Council, Cheshire
East

Parish Council
Chairman and
Parish Clerk

Highways survey
completed and criteria
met.
Awaiting funding and
prioritisation by ward
councillors

Especially Cheerbrook
Road & Crewe Road

Quarterly review?

10:22

Speedwatch to report on
over 7.5 tonne HGV in
the village

Liaise with Parish Council
and police to raise
awareness of our low
crime levels and publish
crime statistics





27/10/09

Discourage Heavy Goods
Vehicles in the village

Keep Willaston crime
levels low

9.5

Continue to encourage
through traffic away from
the village

47

Encourage the Parish
Council to debate and
action speeding Issues

9.5

Reduce Speeding through
the village continued

46

Crime & Road
Safety continued

9.5

45
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Bridge the ‘generation gap’ Invite young people to
activities with senior
residents.
Prevent anti-social
behaviour by young
people

9.6

9.6

9.6

9.6

9.6

55

56

57

58

59

Increase facilities available
to Young People

Encourage membership of
forum and participation in
events and activities

Create opportunities for
interest in the
environment/art/drama

Create a Young People’s
Forum to discuss what
facilities young people
want









Grants awarded

Parish Council,
CNBC,WREN

Young People’s
Forum,
Community
Wardens, Play
Rangers, PCSOs
Parish Council

Age Concern,
St John’s Tea-Club
etc

Medium

Long

Members of the
Environment
Group & Events
Group

Young people
themselves

Work in progress

Medium

Medium

Complete

End 2009

Funding awarded, work
in progress

Notes

Parish Council

Cheshire East,
Parish Council

Medium
Complete

Cheshire East,
Parish Council

Potential
Partners

End 2009

Timescale

10:22











Priority
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Support Parish Council
with application for
funding grants

Request provision of
fencing, new equipment
and improvement to
surface

9.6

Consult with Parents /
Carers

54

Improve Children's Play
Area

9.6

53

Provide additional litter
bins and seating

9.6

Improve facilities on Lettie Replace goal-posts and
Spencer Playing Field
nets and re-seed football
pitch

Actions

52

Under 18s

Aim

9.6

Issue

51

Action Section
Ref
Ref
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37

38

9.7

9.7

9.7

9.7

9.7

9.7

9.7

9.7

9.7

9.7

9.7

9.7

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

70

71

Action Section
Ref
Ref

Communication /
Community Spirit

Issue
Improve communication
within Willaston and
improve community spirit

Aim

Hold annual drop-in event
to update village on
progress of
implementation on plan
actions

Purchase display
stands/tables for use by
village groups

Improve communication
of existing groups and
events

Improve communication
links between school and
community

Assist in the promotion of
Parish Council meetings

Develop Willaston website















Annually

Medium

Village Clubs &
Societies, Halls,
Pubs

Willaston School,
FWSA

Ongoing
Ongoing

Parish Council

Parish Council,
Cheshire East

Parish Council,
Cheshire East

Ongoing

Medium

Short

Parish Council,
Cheshire East

Parish Council

Ongoing
Short

Parish Council,
Cheshire East

Potential
Partners

Short

Ongoing

Complete

Timescale

Fundraising needed

Use notice-boards,
newsletter and website
when available

Use newsletter and
website when available

Agree content with PC.
Create webmaster team

Discuss hosting with
Cheshire East.

Either use PC boards or
provide new board(s)

Agree strategy with PC

Parish Council has
agreed to supply noticeboards

Quarterly Newsletter
produced

Notes
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Create a Willaston
website











Priority
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Provide public/community
information on noticeboards

Improve information and
access to village noticeboards

Additional notice-boards
for Colleys Lane and
Cheerbrook Road

Develop village newsletter
by December 2009 get
editorial team in place for
production by end 2009

Create a village newsletter

Actions
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